Iranian Journal of Public Policy
2022, Vol. 8, No. 1, 9-25

RESEARCH ARTICLE

Causal Layered Analysis of Policy Enactment in Elementary Schools:
Designing Alternative Scenarios with an Emphasis on Qualitative-
Descriptive Evaluation

Mohsen Nobakht!* ,Abbas Abbaspour? ,Morteza Taheri® ,Hossein Abdollahi* ,Ali
Khorsandi Taskooh®

1- Ph.D. C&idate Department of Educational Management, , Allameh Tabatabaei University, Tehran, Iran
2- Professor. Department of Educational Management, Allameh Tabatabaei University, Tehran, Iran

3- Associate Prof. Department of Educational Management, , Allameh Tabatabaei University, Tehran, Iran
4- Associate Prof. Department of Educational Management, , Allameh Tabatabaei University, Tehran, Iran
5- Assistant Prof. Department of Educational Management, , Allameh Tabatabaei University, Tehran, Iran

*Corresponding Author’s Email: Mohsennobakht1400 @gmail.com

Https://doi.org/10.22059/jppolicy.2022.85907 Received: 3 July 2021
Accepted: 1 January 2022

ABSTRACT

The present study is based on the theory of policy enactment & its purpose is to analyze layer by layer the reasons for
policy enactment in Iranian primary schools to design alternative scenarios. To achieve this goal, the method of causal
layer analysis has been used. In this way, the phenomenon of policy enactment was analyzed & deepened in four layers.
The study population in this study are actors who are involved in the enactment of qualitative-descriptive evaluation policy.
Results at the Lithuanian level, Iranian students have failed to achieve a global average in international exams over the
past two decades. At the level of the social system, human factors & cultural, economic & political contexts play an
important role in policy enactment, which is not taken into account. At the worldview & discourse level, the paradigm of
reductionism prevails in policy-making. At the level of myths & metaphors, policy-making is a conventional & generative
metaphor that plays an important role in the linear implementation of policies.
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