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ABSTRACT

Given the pervasive use of the term ‘land grabbing’ (zamin-khari) in media, legal texts, and some research in Iran, this paper,
employing a narrative literature review method, seeks to provide a problem framing of land grabbing and investigates how this
phenomenon is defined and analyzed in social science studies. The paper defines land grabbing as the unconventional acquisition
and control over land for financial gain and resource exploitation, emphasizing that initial research requires a theoretical
framework. Consequently, the main section reviews global studies on land grabbing through three major perspectives: the Political
Economy perspective (market failure), the Political perspective (state failure), and the Sociological perspective (social actor
agency). Review and analysis of the literature indicate that the phenomenon is distinguishable under three patterns: institutional,
networked, and informal/intimate. Studying these patterns and designing effective policy interventions, particularly regarding the
diversity of actors, scales of grabbing, objectives, and resulting consequences, necessitates the theoretical application of the
aforementioned tripartite perspectives, particularly political and sociological lenses.
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