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ABSTRACT

Mission-oriented innovation policies enable the proactive management of grand challenges by defining long-term and
measurable missions and by employing a mix of policy instruments in the areas of research, innovation, investment, regulatory
reform, and stakeholder participation. Using a document review method, this study examines selected missions in the
European Union and Iran, including the fight against cancer, the Soil Deal, and the EU climate-neutrality mission, as well as
Iran’s Clean Air Program. The findings indicate that the missions examined in the European Union have achieved relatively high
levels of success through clear direction, central leadership, coherent horizontal and vertical coordination, continuous
evaluation and feedback, portfolio management, and measurable sub-goals. In contrast, Iran’s Clean Air mission is clear in
terms of its legal framework and broad objectives; however, it faces limitations with regard to stakeholder participation, cross-
sectoral coordination, monitoring and feedback, and portfolio management. Therefore, developing a system for identifying
and prioritizing grand challenges within the framework of national missions, based on precise performance indicators and
feedback mechanisms, is essential.
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. Horizon Europe

. Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan

. Understanding Cancer

. Prevention And Early Detection
. Diagnosis And Treatment

. Quality of Life

. Research Grants

. Demonstration Projects

9 . Regulatory Changes

10 . Complementary Financial Instruments
11 . City Networks

12 . Investment Funds

13 . Cancer Mission Hubs
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. Directorate-General for Health & Food Safety (DG SANTE)
. Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (DG RTD)
. Cancer Mission Board

EU4Health

. European Cancer Imaging Initiative

. Co-design workshops

. InnovFin
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