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ABSTRACT

Identity-based policymaking, by challenging the fundamental assumption of the “homogeneous citizen” in the design of public
policies, emphasizes the determining role of the latent identity heterogeneity of stakeholders. This article argues, by proposing the
central concept of “identity-instrument fit,” that the congruence of the motivational logic of different identities with the logic of
the effectiveness of policy instruments is a necessary condition for achieving behavioral effectiveness and strengthening the
symbolic legitimacy of policies. By using a mixed methodology (latent class analysis and alignment matrix) and examining
practical examples in the areas of housing, transportation, and agriculture, it is shown that designing combined and targeted
packages of t instruments, appropriate to the identified identity profiles, while increasing efficiency and achieving distributive
justice, reduces risks such as identity essentialism and social polarization. This framework offers a fundamental rethinking of the
understanding of target groups and the symbolic function of policies.
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