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ABSTRACT

This article investigates the contemporary reconfiguration of public action amid a shift from a state-centric and hierarchical
politico-institutional order to an emerging global-urban condition. In this transformed environment, the production of public policy
no longer stems exclusively from the centralized authority of the nation-state; rather, it unfolds within a multi-level and multi-
scalar arena shaped by urban networks, non-state actors, and transnational dynamics. This structural shift destabilizes classical
paradigms of public action and gives rise to recomposed forms of governance.

Drawing on a critical analytical framework, the study compares two historical configurations: (1) the state-centered and vertically
structured order of the twentieth century; and (2) the contemporary global-urban configuration, in which cities, metropolitan
coalitions, and transnational networks are increasingly recognized as key sites for the production, coordination, and circulation of
public policy. The analysis underscores persistent limitations of public action—institutional rigidities, constrained problem-
solving capacities, and misaligned decision-making temporalities—while identifying opportunities to enhance urban capabilities
within an expanded global framework.
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